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The deftness with which objections are met is sometimes most irri- 
tating. The author seems to slide gracefully away from the attack rather 
than to meet it face on with due appreciation of the enemy's importance. 
Such at least is the impression made on the present reviewer. 

The book is admirably printed on light paper and what would other- 
wise be a bulky volume becomes thus entirely agreeable to handle. Typo- 
graphical errors are rare and such as occur are not serious. 

A. H. Pierce. 
Smith College. 

Le sens commun, la philosophie de I'etre et les formules dogmatiques. 

Fr. R. Garrigou-Lagrange. Paris: Gabriel Beauchesne et Cie. 1909. 

Pp. xxx + 311. 

The present volume is above all a theological work. It has been writ- 
ten with the intention to defend the dogmas of the Catholic Church 
against some modern philosophical tendencies by which — the author be- 
lieves — they are greatly endangered. 

The question whether Catholic dogmas are or are not essentially con- 
nected with any particular philosophical system has often been discussed. 
The Catholic clergy of our day — in this country perhaps more than any- 
where else — seems to be inclined to regard scholastic philosophy, if not 
as the foundation, at least as an essential concomitant of theology. Now 
and then, however, some suspicion is found to arise. Interesting discus- 
sions appeared a few years ago in the Revue du Clerge frangais, the semi- 
official organ of the French clergy, which led to the assertion that the 
dogmas of the Church were not connected with any particular philosophy, 
and " had no meaning but the one which common sense can give them." 1 
A well-known Catholic priest, who happens to be at the same time one of 
the ablest representatives of pragmatism in France, Edouard Le Roy, 
then took up the question and showed that what we call common sense 
is not a mass of immutable categories, ready-made from all eternity, but 
" a utilitarian organization of thought made with regard to our practical 
life." It is at this stage of the discussion that the present volume ap- 
peared. 

Its contents may be briefly summarized as follows: (1) The author 
strives to show that pragmatism is worthless as a philosophy and heret- 
ical in point of doctrine. (2) He then expounds and defends the view 
that common sense is a rudimentary philosophy in itself and contains, as 
it were in germ, the great Scholastic body of truth. (3) He concludes 
that the dogmatic formula expressed in philosophical language remains 
in the prolongation of common sense and does not bind dogma to any 
philosophical system; although it is very dangerous for a Catholic to ad- 
here to any other master than the angelic doctor. 

The work is remarkable in many respects. We will first call the at- 
tention to a quality which the productions of our contemporary philoso- 
phers do not accustom us to expect. The long and detailed study of the 
different systems of thought which characterizes our secular universities 
1 F. Dubois, Revue du OlergS frcmgais, August, 1907, p. 377. 
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leaves in the modern mind a trace of scepticism which is seldom absent 
from our philosophical discussions. And let it not be believed that I call 
in question the sincerity of our writers or professors. They are in 
earnest when they defend their views. One can, however, easily read be- 
tween their lines that it would need but little effort to bring them to the 
opposite side. Nothing similar in Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange. Every single 
page of his work teems with a deep sense of conviction. He believes that 
St. Thomas Aquinas — whom he knows better than anybody else — has 
found once for all the philosophical truth and that his philosophy is 
therefore eternal and immutable like truth itself. 

One will probably wonder whether, with such a frame of mind, Fr. 
Garrigou-Lagrange is likely to grasp the full import of pragmatism. We 
indeed believe that there is in pragmatism a profound meaning and a good 
deal of truth which Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange has never suspected. 

In his refutation of Bergson's and Le Eoy's philosophy, Fr. Garrigou- 
Lagrange identifies pragmatism with nominalism and sensism, and it is 
upon the shortcomings of nominalism and sensism that his whole refuta- 
tion is based. He admits with Mr. Le Eoy that there is at the beginning 
of human experience an immense mass of images. This primitive per- 
ceptual mass, he remarks, is at bottom equivalent to the continuum sen- 
sibile of Aristotle and St. Thomas (p. 13). Mr. Le Eoy, however, has 
failed to see that, side by side with the primum cognitum sensibile there 
is present a primum cognitum intelligibile (p. 14). This primum cog- 
nitum intelligible is nothing but the abstract concept of " being," from 
which all intellectual truths are derived (p. 34). And if the parceling 
out of the continuum sensibile is often artificial and practical, the par- 
celing out of the continuum intelligibile imposes itself upon our mind 
as true (p. 14). 

Without insisting on what may be meant by the abstract concept of 
being which the child is supposed to possess in his cradle, at the first per- 
ception of his swaddling-clothes (p. 35), we will venture to suggest 
whether the continuum sensibile of St. Thomas and the original per- 
ceptual mass of the pragmatists are not as different as day and night. 
The continuum sensibile of St. Thomas is a confused image of a ready- 
made reality which is there already, complete and perfect in form, and 
which the gradual development of our faculties will enable us to picture 
in a more and more adequate manner. The pragmatic " ocean of images," 
on the other hand, is the brute material out of which we shall have to 
build up reality ourselves. In St. Thomas's view, reality is there and 
has to be discovered; in Le Eoy's opinion, reality is not there yet and has 
to be constructed. 

Moreover, there is no reason whatever why pragmatism should be 
identified with nominalism and sensism. Pragmatists may be nominal- 
ists and sensists because in our day nominalism and sensism are in the 
air ; but they might be conceptualists or realists just as well. For, if out 
of our original chaotic experience we have built and grouped particular 
phenomena, we have also built general concepts. If our pragmatists 
question the validity of general concepts, it is for the same reason that 
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leads most of the philosophers of the present day to question it also. 
Let any metaphysician point out the validity of the concept, let him as- 
sign it a place in human experience, show that it works, and the pragma- 
tist will be second to none in welcoming it in his system. 

Fr. Garrigou-Lagrange has, however, perfectly seen that there is no 
system of philosophy more diametrically opposed to the Scholastic prin- 
ciples than pragmatism. In throwing down his gauntlet to Mr. Le Roy, 
he has challenged the right foe. The philosophy of perpetual becoming is 
simply the reverse of the philosophy of eternal truth. And if this is cer- 
tainly no discovery — since William James had seen it before — it is never- 
theless a merit to insist upon it when some writers who pretend to a cer- 
tain amount of philosophical acumen help us to the ludicrous paradox 
that scholasticism was the pragmatism of the middle ages and pragma- 
tism is the scholasticism of our day. 

Joseph Louis Perrier. 
New Yobk City. 
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